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Is the end of the world really nigh?

Dust storm as I drove across Sydney HarbourBridge at 6:30 am on 
Wednesday 23 September 2009



Already the cartoonists think so!



There is no opinion, however absurd, 
which men will not readily embrace as 
soon as they can be brought to the 
conviction that it is generally adopted.

(Schopenhauer, Die Kunst Recht zu Behalten)



But I want to start with facts that 
we can all agree upon:

(Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ΨŀƭŀǊƳƛǎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŎŜǇǘƛŎǎΩalike)



Carbon Dioxide (CO2 ) is:

1. Naturally occurring

2. Invisible

3. Odourless

4. Non-toxic

5. Necessary for all plant life (photosynthesis)

6. Emitted by all animal life (breathing etc.)



So why is CO2ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘέΚ

Remarkable answer: 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎέ - even 
though greenhouse gases make Planet 
Earth liveable(+14 C current average 
global temperature, rather than -19 C 
otherwise)



When we hear the words
άŎŀǊōƻƴ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴέ we are 
listening to an oxymoron.

Carbon is the most useful element on earth. In addition to 
diamonds, graphite, coal, oil and natural gas, carbon is the 
building block of every living plant and animal cell. In the 
atmosphere it is naturally present in trace amounts as 

carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4).



The NSWIŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ website states:

What is air pollution?

Air pollution occurs when the air is affected by 
chemicals or particles that are not normally present 

and have the potential to affect health. 
The main pollutants in large cities are ozone, 

particles, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and 
sulfur dioxide.

(http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/environment/air/air_pollution.asp)

Neither carbon dioxidenor methanemeets this definition.

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/environment/air/air_pollution.asp


Greenhouse gases, in order of importance, comprise:

Water vapour(H2O) 97%

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 2%

Methane (CH4), Nitrous Oxide 
(N2O), etc.

1%

So fluffy rain clouds (H2O), your exhaled breath (40,000 
ppmCO2) and cow belches (CH4) are all villainous 

άǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎέΗ





Humankind currently contributes 3%of 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ production of atmospheric 

CO2. 

The 97%balance of naturally-occurring 
CO2 creation is split between animals, 

vegetation and soils (53%) and the 
oceans (44%). Both the land-based 

biosphere and the ocean-based 
aquaspherealso absorb huge amounts of 

CO2.



Carbon Dioxide Cycle

Annual Carbon Cycle between the Oceans, Vegetation and Soils, 
Humankind and the Atmosphere

N.B. The oceans contain 50 times more CO2 than the atmosphere.



CO2ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǘǊŀŎŜ Ǝŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ



Humanity makes a minuscule contribution 
to CO2ςitself a tiny but vital and natural 

trace gas.



If only humankind could emit 
more CO2!



Over the last 100 years there has been an 
increase of ~90 ppm(25%) in the level of 

CO2 in the atmosphere.

Between 1950 and the early 1990s, world population X2.2, food production X2.7
1970-2000 saw a 15% per capita increase in food consumption

Benefits of Carbon Dioxide

Wheat 60%
Legumes 62%
Other cereals    70%
Fruits 33%
Tuber crops 67%
Vegetables 51%

Increasing CO2 levels by 100% would 
improve food crop yields as listed below:



385ppm
(present ambient)

535 ppm 685 ppm 835 ppm

CO2 is Plant Food
Here is what happens over one year with more CO2



The warming effect of CO2 is strongly logarithmic

The first 20ppm CO2 in the atmosphere has a greater effect
than the following 300ppm. 



Relative heating contributions of natural and 
anthropogenic CO2

At CO2Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ оурǇǇƳΣ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ /h2 only 
has about 1/10 of the average heating effect of the CO2 already present.



Australia contributes 1.4% of global 
anthropogenic greenhouse emissions.

Historic and Projected Atmospheric Carbon Contributions by the  United States, 
China and Australia



!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ΨŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΩ

The ΨōŀǎŜ ŎŀǎŜΩ bipartisan plan is to 
ǊŜŘǳŎŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ р҈ ōȅ 

2020.

ETS casualty

ETS casualty

Next casualty?

Final victor?



This arbitrary commitment would therefore 
have had the following annual impact on the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΥ

100% x 2% x 3% x 10% x 1.5% x 5% = 0.0000045 %

or about a 22 millionth!
(Equal to one human step in a trek around ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ equator!)



Ĕdestroy the Great Barrier Reef

Ĕreduce agriculturalproduction in the 
Murray-Darling Basin by 90% by 2100

ĔƛƴǳƴŘŀǘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭhomes

Ĕmelt the SnowyMountains ski fields

Ĕruin KakaduNational Park

!ƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
failure to cut CO2ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭΧ

Senator Bob Brown, The Australian GreensThey never explain how or why!



So, to justify this huge national effort 
for effectively nil outcome, carbon 
dioxide must be the real villain of 
ΨŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛŎΩ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊƳƛƴƎΥ 

Right?



Wrong!

Temperature, CO2 and sea levels for the last 20,000 years:
- showing relative stability during the most recent 7,000 years when human 

civilization has advanced most rapidly.



Stable temperature range since 
end of last ice age



Over the last 5,000 yrs there were three warm periods (green 
sections)  where it was warmer than today and the Earth survived 

while human civilization flourished!



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΚ

Historical Evidence ςThe Last 1,000 years



Globally averaged temperature variations between 1850 and 
нллл ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ LŎŜ !ƎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
мфллΩǎΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффуΦ

1850 - 2000



1978 - 2010



World Temperatures Gently Falling Whilst CO2 Keeps Rising Incrementally

1998 - 2008



Correlation can exist without causation,

but causation cannot exist without correlation.



9ȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ  άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΚ

ĔGlobal temperaturehas gently declined over the past decade.

ĔBothpolar ice caps are currently increasing.

ĔSea levels continue the same gentle minuscule rise.

ĔCyclones/hurricanes have if anything decreased.

ĔThe Murray-Darling basin is awash.

ĔThe Great Barrier Reef is thriving.

Ĕ.ƻǳƴǘƛŦǳƭ {ƴƻǿȅ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƪƛ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ŜǘŎΧ

So the rhetorical language has changed:
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ ΨǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴΩΣ 
ΨŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ƧƻōǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩΦ



600 Million Years of Temperature and CO2

Over the last 150 million years, geological processes have taken 
90% of the carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere.





5ƛŘƴΩǘ !ƭ DƻǊŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎǘƛŎ LŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
be gone by 2012?

Å Anecdotal evidence shows there were periods when ice cover was less than in 2007,  
όŜΦƎΦ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ 
breakers or GPS tracking of ice floes), so there is nothing unusual about the levels  of 
Arctic Ice we have today

Å Arctic polar bear population has increased from 5,000 50 years ago to 25,000 today.

ω The graph of Arctic Ice cover of 
the last seven years, shows 2007 
as the year with the least ice cover 
since satellites have been used (in 
1979 they started)

ω In 2007 some people made a 
guess that the cooling trend would 
continue. Al Gore and others have 
repeated that guess. Since then 
the arctic ice cover has increased.

http://www.ijis.iarc.uaf.edu/seaice/extent/AMSRE_Sea_Ice_Extent_L.png


The sea level will rise the span of your 
hand (20cm) this 21st century



Are cyclones increasing?   No!



Everything presented so far has been indisputable 
empirically observed data.

Global warming advocates have no choice but to agree, 
even if they are reluctant to be open with us all on these 
matters. 

The difference comes when computer modellingthe 
future: άrubbish in, rubbish outέΗ

No computer model has ever successfully predicted 
future global temperature. The inputs are too many, too 
complex and often unknown.



¢ƘŜ Lt//Ωǎ ōƻƎǳǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ
ĔIntergovernmental Panel on Climate Change set up in 1988 

under UN auspices

ĔDoes not carry out research or monitor climate

ĔAssimilates available information to inform governments of 
the world via computerized projections

ĔGlobal quasi-monopoly of official scientific advice

ĔHas mutated into a politically correct alarmist pressure 
group

ĔbƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ άƘƻŎƪŜȅ ǎǘƛŎƪέ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ нллт 
Report

ĔJoint winner with Al Gore of the Nobel PeacePrize!
άLŦ ǘƘŜ Lt// ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚέ 
Rajendra Pachauri, Chairman of the UN Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change, Science, February 5, 2010



¢ƘŜ Lt//Ωǎ άIƻŎƪŜȅ {ǘƛŎƪέ

An exposed scientific fraud knowingly mis-used by Al Gore in his movie 
ά!ƴ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘέΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ƴŀƳŜΗ



άLt//ƎŀǘŜέ

Ĕά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜƎŀǘŜέ 

ĔάDƭŀŎƛŜǊƎŀǘŜέ  

ĔάIǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜƎŀǘŜέ

ĔάbŀǘǳǊŀƭŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊƎŀǘŜέ

Ĕά!ƳŀȊƻƴƎŀǘŜέ

Ĕά!ŦǊƛŎŀƎŀǘŜέ

Ĕά/ƘƛƴŀƎŀǘŜέ

ĔάPachaurigateέ

ĔάKiwigateέ

The great global warming collapse

Anthony Jenkins/The Globe and Mail

As the science scandals keep coming, the 

air has gone out of the climate -change 

movement



Why did so many scientists get it wrong?

Climategatebreaks on 20 
November 2009

The emails have discredited 
most of the lead IPCC 

authors.

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ άClimategate!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎέ ōȅ WƻƘƴ Costella

http://scienceandpublicpolicy.org/images/stories/papers/reprint/climategate_analysis.pdf



!ƴŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ƘƻƳŜΧΦ

What the warmers did to Darwin ς
added 2.5Ɓover 60 years



The IPCC models predict monotonic 
warming, but they are already wrong!







Leading Global Warming Alarmists

Al GoreςWƻƛƴǘ bƻōŜƭ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜǿƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ά!ƴ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘέ

Tim Flanneryςнллт !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ aŀƪŜǊǎέ

Sir Nicholas Sternς!ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ΦYΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ {ǘŜǊƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ

Ross Garnautς!ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ GarnautReport

Australian PoliticiansςAll of the ALP (Julia Gillard, Kevin Rudd, Penny 
Wong, Peter Garrett, Greg Combet, etc.), some Liberals (Malcolm Turnbull, 
etc.), all of the Greens (Bob Brown, Christine Milne, Clive Hamilton, etc.)

Australian Professionals (generally)ςGovernment departments, 
academics, CSIRO, media (including ABC and Fairfax), ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
corporatesΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŜǊǎΣ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘǎΣ bDhΩǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ



Politicians Former ALP ministers (Peter Walsh, Michael Costa, etc.), 
most Liberals (Tony Abbott, Nick Minchin, Cory Bernardi, 
Dennis Jensen, Andrew Robb, etc.), all Nationals 
(including Barnaby Joyce, Ron Boswell, John Williams, 
etc.), Family First (Steve Fielding)

Scientists Bob Carter, Ian Plimer, Bill Kininmoth, David Evans, Garth 
Paltridge, Jennifer Marohasy, Joanne Nova, David 
Archibald

Lobbyists Ray Evans (Lavoisier Group)
VivForbes (Carbon Sense Coalition)
Max Rheese(Australian Climate Science Coalition)
Leon Ashby (Climate ScepticsParty)

Journalists Andrew Bolt, Miranda Devine, Terry McCrann, Christopher 
Pearson, Piers Akerman, Alan Jones, The Australian 
newspaper, talkback radio

Archbishops and 
Aristocrats!

Cardinal George Pell, Lord Monckton, Lord Nigel Lawson

Leading Global Warming Sceptics



¢ƘŜ wǳŘŘκDƛƭƭŀǊŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Proposed Emissions 
Trading Scheme was thankfully shelved

ĔMulti-billion dollar per annum carbon tax by another name: i.e. 
άƎǊŜŀǘ ōƛƎ ƴŜǿ ǘŀȄ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέΗ

ĔCreates massive distortions in our economy

ĔDirectly reduces international competitiveness

ĔProduces grinding compliance costs and bureaucratic 
intervention to cushion adverse household impact for political 
expediency

ĔProvides a bonanza for the financial and professional services, 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
strip commissions, fees, subsidies and taxes from the cash flow 
ςbad luck for the productive sector, the taxpayer and the 
consumer!



.ǳǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
scrapped for a

άaǳƭǘƛ-tŀǊǘȅ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέ

9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ ǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 

What does this mean? 

An ETS?

A carbon tax?

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ΨǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴΩ ƛǎ ȊŜǊƻΦ
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st

2010                           Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Climate Minister briefed with unsubstantiated assumptions

ñNotall Australians believe in catastrophic climate change, and most Australians would like to believe

their Minister responsible for Climate Change was given factual briefings by balanced scientists within

his departmentòsaid Alex Stuart, chairman of the Australian Environment Foundation.

ñTheóredbookôbriefing on climate change prepared by the Department of Climate Change and Energy

Efficiency for incoming minister Greg Combet, obtained by a newspaper under Freedom of Information

law, is a mountain of misinformed speculation built on beliefs and faithòsaid Mr Stuart.

Stuart continued, ñAsguidance intended for an incoming minister, this óredbookôbriefing fails

completely. Itôsapparently based on unsubstantiated assumptions, borrowed from discredited IPCC

reports, not observational evidence based on research outcomes. The briefing is absurdly alarmist,

when it should be careful and considered.

ñThebriefing apparently takes as fact issues such as catastrophic sea level rises, which are based only

on scenarios, and proposes actions based on suppositions that have no proven basis.

Stuartôscomments came in the context of a mounting storm of protest over rising prices for electricity

triggered by unworkable ógreenôprograms, which are now seen to be intolerably expensive. Rising

community anxiety coincides with mounting concerns over alarmist bias within the ministerôsdepartment

and the governmentôsuncritical reliance on IPCC reports.

ñItôstime for state and federal governments to re-think their entire list of climate-related policies, to make

sure theyôrebased on what is actually known. Itôstime this countryôsclimate policies were based on

facts and evidence, not beliefs and faithòsaid Mr Stuart.



20% Renewable Energy Target by 2020

ĔMost renewable energy is presently hydro (little scope for 
increase) and ΨbagasseΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳƎŀǊŎŀƴŜ

ĔWind and solar do not produce baseloadpower (therefore 
require ~85% baseloadback-up)

ĔBaseloadŦǊƻƳ ƎŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ΨƘƻǘ ǊƻŎƪǎΩ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ

ĔUranium (ruled out politically ςwhy?)

ĔCarbon Geo-Sequestration (expensive, non-uniform and 
unproven)

N.B. All of the above new technologies are much more expensive than 
coal-fired power. Therefore Australian electricity prices will continue 
to rocket upwards.



The Australian Newspaper - 30 August 2010



NSW DƻǾǘΩǎDesalination Plant & Wind Farm:
Combination of two White Elephants!

Site visit to $100m Capital Wind Farm near Lake 
George by Philip Wood on Sunday 11 April 2010

Aerial view of the $2bn KurnellDesalination Plant under 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ŘŀƳǎ Ŧƛƭƭ ǳǇ


