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Hinduism in the Modern World 
 

1. Universal and mystical: Sees itself as one path to universal truth 
among many.  

     Mainly influenced by Advaitan philosophy. Very popular among the 
Indian elites during the lead up to independence from the British and 
shortly after.  

  

 This is the form of Hinduism most commonly exported to the West. 
Often adopted by Western Gurus (Sri Satyananda etc.) and influential 
within the general óNew Ageô spiritual milieu. 

 

2. Particular and parochial: Sees itself as the one true faith of India, an 
historical revelation tied to a particular land and a particular people. 
Proposes a more exclusivist vision of Hindu identity. More popular in 
India today, especially in relation to religious-based Hindu Nationalist 
politics. Fundamentalist.  

  

 Expressed most forcefully in the concept of Hindutva or óIndianessô, that 
the religions of the subcontinent are all continuations of Vedic 
orthodoxy. Other religions (especially Islam & Christianity) are foreign 
and have no place on Indian sacred soil. Anti-colonialist. Bharatiya 
Janata Party (The BJP), Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (The RSS). 



Ayodhya: Birthplace of Rama 
ónot to be warred againstô in Sanskrit 






