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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
It was great to return to Sydney after being away for 2 months, and to such 
a great turn up at our August meeting.  Our guest speaker did a wonderful 
job in bringing us up to date on a number of factors around the proposed 
new legislation for the federal ICAC.  A very topical subject given the recent 
issues at both the state and federal level.  As always, some great questions 
to the guest speaker and plenty more we didn't have time for.  
 
Peter James, our speaker’s committee member, outlined a great line-up 
for speakers for the rest of the year. I always am delighted with both the 
breadth and depth of our speakers' programme and also the high quality 
of speakers our club can attract.  Congratulations to Peter on an excellent 
job in this regard over several years. 
 
A reminder to all members to please consider the excellent excursions 
organised and communicated at the meetings and through the newsletter. 
Some excursions have minimum numbers required so early booking is 
recommended and greatly appreciated. 
 
Finally, I am delighted that our Committee has reinstated an enhanced 
welfare programme for our members.  Members are encouraged to 
contact the Vice President if they become aware of any other member 
going through hard times. 
 
I look forward to our September meeting. By the way, we have now 
received permission from the UUSC to have access to the room from 
9:30am, so come early for a chat with your friends! 

 

Neil Martin 
President 

Note  

To Register to attend the September meeting at the Union, 

University and Schools Club - click here 

https://www.sydneyprobus.org/meetings-speakers/


 

 
SEPTEMBER 6 
Prof Megan Davis 
Pro Vice Chancellor Indigenous and Professor of Constitutional Law, UNSW,  

 
Uluru Statement from the Heart and the Constitution 

 
Professor Davis is Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous 
and holds the Balnaves Chair of Constitutional Law 
at UNSW. Formerly she was Professor of Law and 
Director, indigenous Law Centre. 
 
She is also Chair, United Nations Expert Mechanism 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which is based 
in Geneva. 
 
She was a key figure in the collaboration that agreed 
on the “Uluru Statement from the Heart”, and as a 
member of the Referendum Council, read out the 
statement for the first time in history at the First 
Nations Constitutional Convention in 2017. 
 

Megan is a Cobble Cobble woman of the Barrungam nation in SW Queensland. After 
graduating in law at the University of Queensland, she built a career in diplomacy and 
law.  In 1999 she was an international lawyer at the UN, including working on the 
Declaration of Indigenous Rights.  In 2010, she became the first aboriginal woman to 
be elected to a UN body, and last year was appointed Chair, as above. 
 
She has been a Commissioner on the Australian Rugby League Commission since 
2017.   In 2018, she was named overall winner of the AFR 100 Women of Influence 
Award. She has been appointed a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in 
Australia, as well as the Australian Academy of Law.  Together with Pat Anderson and 
Noel Pearson, she was awarded the Sydney Peace Prize in 2018 on behalf of the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart.  She was awarded expert recognition by NZ’s Maori Centre 
of Research Excellence. 
 
Megan has written many academic papers and several books, including “Everything 
you need to know about the Uluru Statement”. 
 
We are honoured to welcome her to give us some insights into the Uluru Statement, 
the First Nations Voice to Parliament, to constitutional recognition and the way 
forward. 
  

FUTURE GUEST SPEAKERS 



OCTOBER 4 
Christine Stewart 
 
Challenges and surprises in restoring the 1823 Collits' Inn 
 

Christine Stewart took on the challenge of 
restoring the almost derelict Collits' Inn, situated 
at Hartley Vale at the bottom of Cox's Pass, the 
precipitous and dangerous first road down the 
western side of the Blue Mountains.   
 
The Inn was built in 1823 by ex-convict, Pierce 
Collits and his wife Mary, to welcome early 
travellers crossing the Blue Mountains on their 
way to Bathurst and the western Plains.   
 
Christine researched the history, wrote the 
Conservation Management Plan and ran the 
project with a heritage architect and builder, 
whilst her husband Russell focused on his career in 
order to fund it!   
 

After completion, a French chef set up a top restaurant there, winning many fine 
dining accolades, whilst Christine and Russell were at the same time winning awards 
for the restoration.  These included recognition by Lithgow Council and a National 
Trust award for the Best Heritage Restoration in NSW. 
 
Christine will describe how and why they took on this daunting project after buying 
the dilapidated Inn in 1998, what she learnt from it, the challenges and rewards - and 
surprises - and how highly significant the Inn is to our early history.  Her presentation 
will include graphic photos to show the many hurdles along the way. 
 
After the thrill of seeing its renaissance, they sold the Inn in 2007.  Thirteen years  
later,  she wrote a book about its history and her experience with its restoration, 
"Collits' Inn: Uncovering the Past".   
 
Christine grew up on a wheat property on the Darling Downs west of Toowoomba, 
where she enjoyed a stimulating cultural life.  Her education was initially at 
correspondence school, then a year at local school, before 6 years as a boarder at 
NEGS in Armidale. She then did a BA at UQld, whilst also studying art, which was a 
primary interest. 
 
After travelling and working overseas she married Russell Stewart, and moved to 
Sydney where they had three children.  Further studies in pottery then art and design 
have led to an ongoing successful career from her studio in Rozelle. She has held 
several one-woman art exhibitions.  Russell is a member of Sydney Probus. 
 
  



 

 

Induction 
Evan Rees 

 
President Neil, Evan Rees and Chris Luget 
 

Chris Luget introduced Evan to the members noting that it was an unusual induction 
in that, due to special circumstances, Evan was attending his first meeting and being 
inducted at the same time! Chris has only known Evan for a little over a year but is 
aware that Evan is well known to many other members. 
 
Evan grew up in the Eastern Suburbs and was educated at the Scots College. He 
then studied engineering and took up the science of metallurgy. He trained 
overseas and became one of the foremost engineers in his field.  
 
His commercial experience saw him, in part, as the Chief Executive of ANI.  On 
retirement he took on many chair and board positions, one being Chairman of 
Macquarie Generation which covered Bayswater and Liddell power stations. 
 
Evan lives with his wife in Mosman and has two daughters and two granddaughters. 
 
Chris closed his induction by commenting that over the years Evan has compiled 
many anecdotes that, hopefully, we will hear in the future. 
 
A warm round of applause followed. 
  

AUGUST MEETING REPORT 



 

Storyteller 

John Doherty 
In this informal talk John recalled Stuart 
Renwick proposed him and said “you are an 
engineer, a coal miner and a farmer - all very 
interesting.  John proceeded to expand on 
several of these after recalling how he met 
Stuart.  They met in National Service when 
they were drafted into the Air Force and 
posted to Point Cook in Victoria. 

 
When Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II toured 
Australia in 1954 Point Cook had to supply a 
Squadron of about 100 men, along with the 
Army and Navy, to escort her when she went 

anywhere in Victoria. As a guard they attended a number of events and had the 
Queen pass them many times. For both of them, this was a great experience in life. 

 

John told us he moved on after that to be an engineer in the steelworks in Port 
Kembla.  He became involved in the development of the heavy industry in Newcastle, 
Port Kembla, Whyalla and other areas.   He said you develop a great respect for these 
pieces of infrastructure because of their size, complexity and energy usage. They 
treated the blast furnace as “our lady” - needing to keep all components constant to 
avoid an instant change which would often not be what you expected. (Groans of 
agreement and some slow clapping!) 
 
Next John became involved with the second “Scotty Conference” in Canada. The Duke 
of Edinburgh set up these conferences in 1956. Among his aims was to bring people 
from around the Commonwealth to meet for three weeks and link people from 
different industries and unions and form communication lines. Incidentally, John 
travelled for nearly three weeks on this trip with Bob Hawke – another great life 
experience! 
 
Following on from this conference John was offered the chance to see how the US 
government operated towards different industries in the US and the world.  Part of 
his agreement to go was that he would visit the Pentagon and talk to them about 
“Operational Research”.  This included opposition countries, their ability to rise again 
and the resources available to them.  John’s involvement in our steel industry was 
important in this area. This led to John’s old and new attitudes towards security. 
 
At the Pentagon he was allowed to walk in, by himself, find the Defence 
Commander’s office, enter, be invited for a coffee by the PA and, when the 
Commander was running late, taken into his office and asked to wait for him in there.  
John imagines what security must be like at the Pentagon now. Then security, or lack 
of need for it, presented itself again in Canberra. 
 

John began making valve radios when he was at school. The son of a sitting member 
asked him to install one in his father’s office so he could listen to the Parliamentary 



broadcast and if a division was rung, he could decide whether to go or stay. 
 
On this Sunday morning while making their way in John and his friend met a 
gentleman who said good morning and what brought them to the parliament 
building. They explained the situation and this gentleman said he would consider this 
innovation and should John consider making him one. The gentleman? Ben Chifley, 
the Prime Minister.  However, no order was forthcoming! 
 
Finally John moved to the coal industry. It was a new major exporter and expanding 
at a great rate.  Japan was then our biggest market for coking coal. As an aside, John 
said that he has seen documentation from 1935 indicating that Japan knew where 
mining deposits were in Australia that would be needed worldwide in the future – 
even lithium. 
 
John still has a huge respect for our energy, resources and engineering ability. After 
going well over time John assured us he has more storytelling remaining in him and 
if asked back would gladly regale us with more. (Loud applause!) 
 

 

The Hon Anthony Whealy  
Chair, Centre for Public Integrity 

 
Considerations on the Federal ICAC 
 

After his retirement from the Bench, Tony 
Whealy described how he was enlisted to 
handle the Obeid case for NSW ICAC, and his 
work as Chair of the Centre of Public 
Integrity. These sparked his keen interest in 
the need for a federal ICAC and the structure 
needed for it to be effective in improving 
public administration at the federal level. 
 
In looking at its scope, he noted that there is 
a need to focus on matters that will address 
a real problem.  Hence, an effective filter 
mechanism will be needed to weed out 

potentially numerous complaints that are frivolous or vexatious  
 
 It will be important to have a public report, so the public can see what is happening 
and be assured that the process is fair.  Publication of the report and its finding should 
not be unduly delayed. 
 
Secrecy is critical in cases of national security, but should not be used without good 
reason, ie not just to avoid political sensitivities.   The prosecution of Bernard Collaery 
concerning Timor Leste was a case in point, as was the impact on his professional and 
personal life though delays of many years (until the case was recently withdrawn by 
the new Attorney General). 

GUEST SPEAKER 



 
In formulating the structure and procedures in the Bill to be presented for 
parliamentary debate (possibly as soon as next month), the Government will need 
careful attention on the need to: 
 

a. Define corruption, and 
b. Make public hearings as safe as practical from damaging people’s reputation 

needlessly or unfairly. 
 
The Centre for Public Integrity has made submissions to the Government in the hope 
that the definition of corruption is reasonably broad, and that the public has access 
(in balance with the need to avoid reputations being treated unfairly). 
 
He argued that the definition of corrupt conduct should go beyond criminal offences 
in public administration, noting that public servants are bound by a code of conduct, 
while federal politicians do not have a code of conduct (unless they are Ministers).  
As an aside, he believes that all parliamentarians should have a Code of Conduct so 
they know what is the right way to behave.  It seems possible that the scope of 
corruption within the proposed federal ICAC may be limited to serious and systemic 
corrupt conduct. This is a good limitation to impose. 
 
He considers that potential favourable treatment as a response to large political 
donations needs to be regulated, as it can fall within the definition of corrupt 
conduct.  Hence ICAC should be able to investigate this publicly to ensure it does not 
transgress probity.  Similarly, he argued Ministers hold a position of trust to act in the 
public interest, and it is misconduct in public office or potentially corrupt if they 
dispense public funds predominantly for personal, political or partisan gain. While 
police can handle simple criminal matters, ICAC should cover the broader concept of 
corrupt conduct. 
 
For public hearings, Counsel Assisting has a very important role in carefully dealing 
with the issues while also treating reputations fairly.   Also control of the media is 
vital in keeping the process on the rails, so that witnesses are not unfairly treated as 
corrupt.  NSW ICAC has guidelines now that are effective and could be a useful 
template for the proposed federal ICAC.  Also, the Commissioner can give directions 
to the media eg by saying that a witness is appearing to help the inquiry and with no 
implication of corrupt conduct.  In addition, procedural fairness is important (eg 
allowing legal representation, requiring exculpatory material to be made available to 
a witness before a public hearing, etc).   
 
Proper oversight of the process is very important, so that any unreasonable 
unfairness etc can be dealt with and corrected promptly as much as possible.  This 
can be through a strong Commissioner.  Additional independent oversight could be 
through an Inspector, and a bipartisan parliamentary committee.  Also, there should 
be a mechanism for administrative appeals to be heard by the Federal Court if 
procedural unfairness or serious law errors arise that cannot be resolved within the 
ICAC hearing. 
 
A federal ICAC will provide a mechanism to educate Ministers, parliamentarians and 
their staff as well as the federal public service, in ethical behaviour.  It may also be a 



useful educative role in providing advice and clearance to the Government, especially 
on difficult opaque procurement arrangements at the federal level. 
 
He foresees the establishment of an effective ICAC will facilitate great improvement 
in federal administration of donations, grants, lobbying rules, etc in the years ahead 
 
After several wide-ranging questions were deftly answered, Rob Thomas thanked 
Tony Whealy on our behalf for such a stimulating, thorough, interesting and timely 
coverage of the key issues that a federal ICAC needs to be effective. 
 

Peter James

 
 
On 18 July we visited the Archibald Prize at the Art Gallery of NSW. Our group very 
much enjoyed the exhibition. There were many very impressive paintings in the 
Archibald, as well as the Wynne and Sulman Prizes.  
 
Our next activity is to visit the NSW Guide Dogs training facility at Glossodia on 26 
August. We currently have 14 registrants and there is room for more members to 
attend. The booking is open on the Sydney Probus website.  
 
On Friday 30 September we have the Cockatoo Island 2nd Tour:  More details will be 
provided on the website in the near future. The tour will be suitable for those 
members who attended the tour on 14 March, as well as other members, as the tour 
will also touch upon the more important parts covered in the earlier tour. 
 
On Friday 14 October we will visit Mt Annan Botanical Gardens (Cost $14pp). 
 
Our activity on 7 November is a coach trip to view the site of the new Sydney West 
Airport at Badgerys Creek and then a visit to historic Camden.  The day includes 
morning tea, lunch, and a guided tour by coach. The cost is $78pp.   We currently 
have 19 registrants and need a minimum of 30 members and guests to attend for the 
tour to go ahead. Members are asked to plan ahead and if you wish to attend this 
tour, please book asap and not leave it to the last minute.  
 
Please have a look at the activities on our website and book to come along and have 
a very enjoyable experience. 
 
December - Tuesday 13 December - Christmas Lunch at Dunbar House 
 

David Brand 

Activities Director   
  

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 



 
 

 

At the August meeting more than 25% of members who attended the General 
Meeting did not register in advance. 

Listed below are some of the reasons why your committee would like you to register 
in advance. 

 Assists UUSC to set up room appropriately 

 Speedier check in at reception as your name is on a printed list 

 Seamless updating of Club records, required by Probus for insurance purposes 

 Facilitates accurate recording of luncheon numbers at the front desk 

  

If you regularly have trouble registering, please let me know to see if the issue can be 
addressed or I can simply register for you. 

The link below outlines the process, step by step - 

  

https://www.sydneyprobus.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/How-to-Register-for-
a-Meeting-8-Jun-2022.pdf 
  

If you are using Safari on an Apple computer, there is a default setting that blocks 
registration.  Please contact me to remedy the problem, it will only take a minute. 

Tony Andrew 

System Administrator 

0411 424 826 

 

 

As it is important for the club to stay in touch with members who are unwell or 
have sickness or disability in the family, the Committee has decided to revitalise the 
Welfare Role in the club.  

Please let a committee member know of any members with health or other 
difficulty and Vice President, John Carter will follow up to stay in touch. You must 
login on the club website to use the link to contact a committee member. 
  

THE IMPORTANCE OF REGISTERING FOR MEETINGS AT THE UUSC IF POSSIBLE 
 

KNOW A MEMBER WHO IS UNWELL?  

https://www.sydneyprobus.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/How-to-Register-for-a-Meeting-8-Jun-2022.pdf
https://www.sydneyprobus.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/How-to-Register-for-a-Meeting-8-Jun-2022.pdf


 

This might seem like a strange heading but it 
is seriously worth thinking about.  David 
Greatorex has provided this link to a TEDX 
talk by Lieutenant General Mark Hertling.    It 

is somewhat dry but is very well presented 

and is very important for us as 

grandparents. 

 

Australia is right behind the US in terms of 

obesity. 

 

Go to https://youtu.be/sWN13pKVp9s 

 

 

 

 

The Promise by Damon Galgut (2021) – 293 Pages – Fiction 

Worth reading to see how far the modern novel has come. 
Winner of the 2021 Booker prize and brilliantly written. 

The story covers the decline and fall of a South African 
family, in a farmhouse setting, between 1986 and 2018. 
The writing is short, sharp and poetic. Certainly not linear 
or traditional. The episodes are bleak but realistic. We 
trace the family members through apartheid up to modern 
times. The main themes are family, death, religion and 
racism.  

I assume it won the Booker because the prose is so 
refreshing – but nonetheless easy to read. It will certainly 
help you understand more of modern South Africa, without 

rubbing your nose in history. 

I thoroughly enjoyed it and found it hard to put down. However, if Jane Austen is still 
your cup of tea, perhaps not! 

David Castle 

  

OBESITY IS A NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE! 

BOOK REVIEW  

https://youtu.be/sWN13pKVp9s


 

SOME WORDS OF WISDOM (Courtesy of Frank Barr David) 
 
I’ve learned that pleasing everyone is impossible but pissing everyone off is a piece 
of cake. 
  
If you find yourself feeling useless, remember it took 20 years, trillions of dollars, 
and four presidents to replace the Taliban with the Taliban. 
  
I’m responsible for what I say, not what you understand. 
  
Common sense is like deodorant. The people who need it the most never use it. 
  
My tolerance for idiots is extremely low these days. I used to have some immunity 
built up but, obviously, there's a new strain out there. 
  
It’s not my age that bothers me; it’s the side effects. 
  
I’m not saying I’m old and worn out, but I make sure I’m nowhere near the kerb on 
garbage collection day. 
  
As I watch this generation try and rewrite our history, I'm sure of one thing: It will 
be misspelt and have no punctuation. 
  
As I’ve grown older, people think I’ve become lazy. The truth is I’m just being more 
energy-efficient. 
 
I want to be 18 again and ruin my life differently. I have new ideas. 
  
God promised men that good and obedient wives would be found in all corners of 
the world. Then he made the earth round. . . and laughed and laughed and laughed. 
  
I'm on two diets. I wasn't getting enough food on one. 
  
I put my scale in the bathroom corner and that's where the little liar will stay until it 
apologises. 
  
My mind is like an internet browser. At least 19 open tabs, 3 of them are frozen, 
and I have no clue where the music is coming from. 
  
Hard to believe I once had a phone attached to a wall, and when it rang, I picked it 
up without knowing who was calling. 
  
Apparently RSVPing to a wedding invitation "Maybe next time" isn't the correct 
response. 
  
She says I keep pushing her buttons. If that were true, I would have found mute by 
now. 
  

A TOUCH OF HUMOUR! 



There is no such thing as a grouchy old person. The truth is that once you get old, 
you stop being polite and start being honest. 
  

ON AGEING 
 
A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor's office. 
"Is it true," she wanted to know, “that the medication you prescribed has to be 
taken for the rest of my life?" 
"Yes, I'm afraid so," the doctor told her. 
There was a moment of silence before the senior lady replied, "I'm wondering, then, 
just how serious is my condition because this prescription is marked 'NO REFILLS'." 
 
First you forget names, then you forget faces.  Then you forget to pull up your 
zipper.  It's worse when you forget to pull it down. 
 

ON HAVING TOO MUCH TO DRINK  
 

WARNING:  The language in this video is a little ‘colourful’ and the former editor of 
the newsletter thought perhaps I should make it clear that I am now the editor with 
full editorial control, so if you want to complain – email me!  (Adrian Pilton, Editor!) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvhWgDPWAww 

 

 

 
ON COVID 
 

 
 

  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DRvhWgDPWAww&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4a7cf605dbdf4ab95fdb08da7a966c89%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637957083740902568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ya0nIwkqAxyDaKwfU9uDlhI%2FLqyrWGN1Pfr6l2i4blw%3D&reserved=0


 

 
To contact any committee member, use the following link: 

https://www.sydneyprobus.org/member-documents/ 

To view the 'member-documents' page, members must login to the website 

Please use email where possible or telephone if you require urgent contact.  You can 
find the relevant telephone numbers on the club’s website. 

 
 

HOW TO CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sydneyprobus.org%2Fmember-documents%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf22a492bca94469e7eb508da6ec688f4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637944096236222348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q48Kjmg%2BlKmEQI9dB5vSldJrgRrUD%2ByTCtkAPjrgKvw%3D&reserved=0

